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proceeded very happily and successfully in the hands of many
able men under the supervision of Colonel Francis and Colonel
W. C. Anderson, both very experienced officers, whose names
will long be remembered in that part of the country. The
seasons were propitious for some years in a region which
ordinarily is somewhat liable to visitations of drought. The
prices of agricultural produce were remunerative to the
peasantry as producers. The labour market was brisk in conse-
quence of the employment afforded by the public works then in
progress, the roads, the buildings, and especially the railways.
The population had within the last generation grown considera-
bly ; the cultivation had been increasing for many years, and
was then approaching its utmost limit. All lands which would
repay culture were being cultivated, and even some lands,
hardly worth cultivating, were brought under the plough.
Under these circumstances, although the rates of assessment
were judiciously kept low, the revenue increased spontaneously
by reason of the expanding cultivation and the improvement of
the crops. Frere was naturally pleased by all this success, and
the fame of the Bombay settlements grew apace.

The prevailing tenure was that known as " Byot-wari," which
there meant the status of peasant proprietors. With these
" Ryot" proprietors the land revenue was assessed for thirty
years, and within that term they were to have the benefit of
their own improvements, and of the "unearned increment"
from any rise in the value of their produce.

They very soon found the value of their produce rising to a
height beyond any expectations they could have formed. For
the American Civil War, as it lasted from month to month,
wrought its full effect upon India by causing an unexampled
exportation of cotton. The produce of all the great cotton-fields
of India, NTagpur, Berar, G-uzerat, the South Mahratta country,
found its way to Bombay in order to be exported to England,
with all possible despatch while the high prices ruled and
the blockade of the South American ports lasted. So sudden
was the demand, so high the range of price, so vast the
profits, that an economic disturbance set in. Money seemed